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STATE COUNTY TOWN QR VICINITY
Idaho Shoshone City of Wallace
HISTDRIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) HABS NO.
15 vestside (House) (Previously unnamed) ' ID-23

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES]
15 Jestside, %Wallace, Idaho (Legal: NP First addition, Block 6, Lot 1}

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOURCE]) ARCHITECTI(S) (INCLUDE 5OURCE)
Circa 1920 (3ae supplerment) Not kncun _
SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL ANO HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE)

See suoplement

STYLE (iF APPROPRIATE]

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)
See supplement |

&HAPE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEFPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE]

See supplerent

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE

See supglement

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED)

-

See supplement

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES i

Hewer siding and roof {(dates unknown)

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE
Condition poor, currently vacant

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE

House is5 scheduled to be torn down in 198B to make way for a : .
motel-rastaurant-gift shop romplex.

_‘SOUF’!CES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.)

Nitl., Regluter of ilistoric Flaces, 5 .fneo Tizls Ce., “hoz-onz Czunby assasscor'c Cfflize,

Sinuarn Fifz [oss, 2arn rie-ltockbridce thotd Zelloction, Hishard lagnusen,
Harrw Ols:>n, allace public Library, Minnescta State Historical Society

_COMPILER, AFFILIATION DATE
- Wichael J. Green, Denot Productions, wWallace, Idaho March 31, 1988
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1S WESTSIDE (HOUSE)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The house at 15 Westside is a contributing element of the wWallace
Historic District and is located in a residential area cantaining
homes canstructed between 13910 and 13820

The City of Wallace was first settled in 1884. It is |located
along the South Fork af the Coeur d’Alene River and at the mouth
of three side creseks and gulches amid North Idaho’s steep
Pannandie. The founding of the tawn fallowed discovery af
fabuious lead-silver deposits in the surrounding mountains. As
mining activity quickliy grew, so did the town. By 18E7 the
population was 500, which grew to 2,818 by 1820 (U.S5. Census
Bureau:.

The town flourished fram mining activities, and wailace became
known as the Silver Capital of the World because more silver has
been extracted from the Coeur d'Alene Mining District, witn
Wallace as the hub, than any place on earth.

Mucn of the town was located on a cedar swamp, which was drained
as growth occurred. The west end of town containing this house
was drained and developed last. Northeen Pacific Rajlway first
owned this land in west Wallace. NP leased to private i1ndividuals
this land)on which was built many homes. NP deeded ths land to
the homeowners in a period from 1920 to 1925. This addition to
the town is known as the NP Firat addition.

Dating exact canstruction of most of the houses iz difficuilt
because the first deeding of the property occurred arter the
homes were built. The Minnesota State Mistorical Society,
Archives Manugcripts Division, which passessesg defunct MP's
records, could not locate copies of the ariginal leases. Early
fire maps and photographs show no homes built in that area prior
to 13910, Most of the homes, then, were constructed from 19i0-
1920.

These dates were contfirmed by Harry 0Olzon, who has lived In wast
Wallace since 1822. He said in an interview maost of the houses in
west Wallace were already constructed when he moved there in
1822, He was 10 years old at the time. :

Oigson remembers nothing distinctive about west Wallace other than
it being an ordinary residential part of town. lts residents were .
a mixture of business and working people, including miners, a '
druggist, county commissioner and even "bootleggers." The streets
ware paved in the addition about 1920, Dlson szaid. A flood in
1933 caused caonsiderable damage to the streets and homes, he
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sai1d.

As mining activity in the district began to deciins in the
1970 and 1980s¢, so did the number of jobs and damand tor
homes. The 1380 population of Wallace was 1,300 (U.32, Census
Bureaul). The c¢haracter of some homes changed as they went fram
owner-occuplied to rentals., Some deteriorated from lack of
care. (3ome had been rentais for most of their existence.)

Because or the fast growth of the town in a short time span,
Wallace contains a most unique homogenous bi=snd ot architecture,
which led to first a few buildings, then the downtown district,
then the entire core of town listed on the Natienal Register of
Historic Places.

Mining towns tend tg have a transient population, and many homes
have had numerous owners as a resgult. Thig house has had various
occupants and no clear record of tenancy.

The first recorded deeding of the house 1Is from NF to Charles
Vincent Se.,July 2&, 1324, Vincent, a single man, deeded the
house to Clargance and Anna Creek)June 29, 1925. Joe Murphy,
Waliace sald Iin an interview | rented the house for about three
years in the 1940s. Murphy said the house was one of several
rental homes In Wallace owned by the Creeks. While living there,
Murphy said he added a hardwood floer in a bedroom, installed
linoleum in the kitchen and bathroom and put asbestos shingles on
the root.

Other recorded deedings were to Lawrence and Frances Heimark,
Sept. 11, 18947, to Sullivan Mining Co.}June 23, 1982 (rescorded
date); to Heecla Mining Co. Dec. 2, 1968 (recorded date), to Lloyd
Gullickson,July 2, 1981 (recorded date), and to J. Kimball
Barnard of Spokane, Wa., Dct. 22, 1987 (recorded date:’.

Olgon said the rear detached garage was built by the Creeks.
"Shoshone County records estimate the garage was built in 1330.

EXTERIDR FEATURES

The house is one story and rectangular. The foundation is wood
pier, except in the southwest corner where repairs have been made
"with concrete blocks. The craw! space is skirted with tar paper
and wood shingles.

The roof is a medium-pitch gable with a full shed-roofed porch over the rear
~ facade and an open shed-roofed front porch that spans most of the facade. The_
. roof covering is composition shingles. The eaves are boxed.



15 Westside (House:!
HABS No. 1D-83 (page 4)

The house 1s of box construction. In this type of construction,
wide boards are nailed vertically to sills laid on the ground,
and a 2%x4 is nailed horizeontally along the top of these vertical
boards. Additlonal vertical boards are attached to form a single
thickness wall with no framing at all.

The original shiplap siding is covered with composition rolled
siding in a style of imlitation brick sningles, gr y-rose in
color. A brick chimney extends about four feet off center at

the roof crest.

Window openings are located on all sides of the house. The
windows are trimmed in painted wood., The windows in the front
room and bedroom are 2/2 double-hung sash. The bathroom window is
wood frame with one side sliding. The kitchen window 1is three-
part wood frame. The side panels are fiwxed, but the middle window
is hinged at the bottom and swings in. The windows in the
northwest bedroom are fixed aluminum, one of them sliding. Door
openings are in the front and rear of the house.

The porch has a wood base with five (one missing)

A concrete slab remains in the rear of the house. The slab once
was the floor of a 20" x 36! detached garage that was torn down
after 1882,

INTER1OR FEATURES

The walls have several coverings. Over the wood {s fabric ang
wallpaper. Other wall coverings in the front room include a layer
of sheetrock, wallpaper, furring, another layer of sheetrock and
paint. The floor is tongue—and-groove softwood covered with

. deteriorating linocleum in the kitchen. The chimney lis

constructed on a wood platform and protrudes from the middie of
the front room.

Because of the single-wall construction, the standard window
casings protrude farther from the wallg than the normal trim. The
window trim is painted,

The ceiling in the bathroom, kitechen and back bedroom siope with
the pitech of the shed roof.
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{NQTE: This map of west Wallace
comes from "National Register -
of Historic Places, Inventory-
Nomination Form" of Wallace.
This particular house is circled




